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English Abstracts

“From Her Stomach to Her Lips”:
Four Female Writers and One Male Reader
in Amputated Tongue

Amir Cohen-Shalev

This article offers a reading of four stories from Amputated Tongue. “No!”
by Sama Hassan, “The Gateway to the Body” by Sheikha Helawy, “The Fall
of the Strong Man” by Asmahan Khalaila, and “The Grandfather and the
Grandson” by Gharib Askalany. The stories were selected intuitively, on the
basis of their immediate appeal they held for me while going through the
collection. In hindsight, I was surprised to find out that three of the stories I
chose were written by women, and that despite not speaking the language, I
was aware of it. This raised for me issues concerning a gendered reading by
a Jewish-Israeli man of literature created by Arab-Palestinian women, and the
ways in which my cultural position defines and colors my reading experience
and my understanding of them. Despite the linguistic and cultural barriers,
the imaginative worlds constructed by these female authors—complemented
by the singular male perspective represented in Askalany’s work—afforded
me an indispensable imaginative, poetic, and psychological space. This space
facilitated a sustained re-examination of entrenched attitudes toward women’s
lives under intersecting forms of political, social, and marital oppression, while
also preserving a capacity for empathetic engagement with the constraints and
vulnerabilities experienced by male figures in the same sociocultural milieu.

[15%]



A “Textilic Reading” of Eight Stories from Gaza

Sigal Naor

This article discusses eight short stories written by writers from Gaza and
published in Amputated Tongue. A linear, organized interpretative reading
in the translated stories from Gaza might further add to their appropriation
by the Hebrew and Israeli language and culture. Thus, this article offers a
“textile reading” of the stories. The “textile reading” is based on the Homeric
story “Procne and Philomela,” in which the latter secretly brings her sister an
embroidered fabric which testifies to her rape by the sister’s husband, Tereus.
The way in which Procne reads her sister’s story in the embroidered symbols
is not textual, but “textilic.” Similarly, this article attempts to turn the stories
from Gaza from text to textile, by “tearing out” a sign, a visual image central
to all stories, the image of the hand. In order to decipher this image, the article
partially leans on the iconographic model of Erwin Panofsky. At first, the
first stage of the model is enacted, and the pre-iconographic stage and the
descriptions of the hand are scrutinized. Then, in the iconographic analysis
stage, the image of the hand is scrutinized in reference to the larger arena of
contemporary Palestinian art.

[14%]



English Abstracts

“A Person Must Be Heard in Order to Be Human”:
Prose and the Question of Presence
under Occupation

Hadas Shabat Nadir

How does one write Palestinian literature without falling into the categories
thus far labeled as occupier and occupied, victim and victimizer? How can
we write the Palestinian account in a way that will lend itself to a wide range
of perspectives in Hebrew literature? it seems that the literary collection
Amputated Tongue succeeds in indicating the presence of an alternative
Palestine in the Israeli arena: It is not fixated on a system of definitions of the
politics of identities, but is written as short, fragmented stories that obscure the
hegemonic narrative. Moreover, the disturbing events in the texts, described
succinctly and free of mediation, cause the reader uneasiness, and their echoes
remain as a stifled yawp that resonates between the story and its readers.
Alongside the presence of the yawp and the frenetic movement received in the
story, there is also a narrative halt that captivates and empowers the Palestinian
trauma in the Israeli arena. Finally, the stories offer a fine line of cautious
hope. Those who dare to avert their gaze might dream of a different future.
These practices exemplify the diversity of Palestinian identity, petitioning its
legitimate presence and existence in Hebrew (perhaps even turning Hebrew
into a Palestinian language?). At the same time, these practices might also
succeed in normalizing Arabic in the Israeli public and political sphere. In this
way, Palestinian identity demands its presence in the Hebrew language and
creates a sense of literary and political disorientation within Hebrew literature.

(13%]



English Abstracts

Representations of the Elderly
in the Palestinian Short Story:
Testimony, Liminality, and Education

Loaay Wattad

This article examines representations of aging in the Palestinian short story,
focusing on the roles that elderly characters play within the literary and
cultural sphere. Through an analysis of stories from the short story collection
Amputated Tongue and additional sources, the study identifies three central
portrayals of elderly figures: the witness, the liminal, and the educator. The
figure of the elderly witness serves as a means of preserving Palestinian
collective history, transmitting the testimony of the Nakba generation through
retrospective writing. In this context, the article draws on gerontological and
psychological approaches, exploring how literary representations of aging
articulate a narrative need to confront both personal and national memory.
Second, the article examines the liminality of elderly characters, who are
depicted as existing in an in-between state—between life and death, past and
future, belonging and exclusion. Many elderly characters in Palestinian short
fiction are marked by invisibility, waiting, and a sense of missed opportunities.
At the same time, they challenge the perception of old age as a total loss of
social agency. Finally, the article explores the role of the elderly as educators
and guides, emphasizing their position in the long-term educational process
of future generations. Whether as transmitters of tradition and identity or
as figures entrusted with a pedagogical role that they struggle to maintain,
aging characters in Palestinian literature play a crucial role in shaping
intergenerational knowledge transfer. Employing a thematic and literary
analysis, this study reveals how representations of aging function as a means
of constructing national identity, preserving historical memory, and engaging
with socio-cultural transformations in contemporary Palestinian literature.

[12%]



English Abstracts

Seeking a Substitute for Reality:
On Fiction, Reality, and Translation in
the Literary Collection Amputated Tongue

Yael Shenker

The Brazilian anthropologist Eduardo Viveiros de Castro introduces the term
“perspectival anthropology,” a unique conception of anthropology as an act of
cultural translation. According to him, translation is primarily directed toward
the source language rather than the target language. De Castro suggests viewing
translation not as a search for synonyms but as an act that situates meaning
within “controlled equivocation.” Rather than erasing differences between the
original and the translation, translation should highlight them. The fundamental
premise is that equivocation always exists; therefore, instead of silencing the
other, translation should expose the differences between what the other says
and what we say. De Castro’s ideas on translation and its cultural context serve
as the foundation for this article’s reading of Amputated Tongue, a Palestinian
story collection in Hebrew translation. The translation of Palestinian stories
into Hebrew is not merely a linguistic act; it also introduces Palestinian voices
into Israeli Hebrew discourse. The article explores the relationship between
Hebrew, a revived language central to the Zionist narrative, and Palestinian
Arabic, which is silenced in the Israeli context. It examines the tensions in
the literary collection between testimonial stories and fiction, realism and
imagined realities, and returning to historical time and space versus envisioning
alternative futures. Ultimately, the article analyzes how Amputated Tongue
presents the ambiguity of Palestinian stories and reality in Hebrew, the ways
that Israeli discourse silences them, and how the literary collection and the
Translators’ Forum at Maktoob propose an alternative literary and cultural
framework within the Israeli context.

[11%]



English Abstracts

Poetics of Palestinian Literature
in Hebrew Translation:
Between Appropriation and Resistance

Aida Fahmawi Watad

This article addresses the question of translating Palestinian literature from
Arabic to Hebrew, looking at issues related to the political and cultural context
from a Palestinian perspective. In the process, I focus on the translation of
literature by Palestinian citizens of Israel through the analysis of a translation
model that its founders consider a form of cultural resistance in which
Palestinian literature penetrates into the Hebrew cultural consciousness.
This translation model, which involves a dialogue with the author, is used
by the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute Maktoob series. In the article, I analyze
the translation discourse in the novel Burdugana by Palestinian writer Eyad
Barghuthy (which was translated to Hebrew as “An Acre-Esque Tale”). |
examine the nature of this type of translation, highlighting its processes, goals,
and methods of operation.

(10%]
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Literary Historiography of Palestinian Identity:
Continuity in the Shadow of Ongoing Erasure

Manar H. Makhoul

This article seeks to address the question: What is Palestinian about Palestinian
literature, and are there any common denominators to Palestinian writing
across the different locations of Palestinian existence? It proposes a historical
periodization following distinct discursive and literary features, beginning
with the early twentieth century and the emergence of Palestinian national
consciousness. Accordingly, this article analyzes literary expressions of
Palestinian discursive components since 1948, and examines their responses to
developments vis-a-vis Palestinian, regional, and global contexts. It introduces
concepts such as fragmentation, localization, and attenuation, which have
shaped Palestinian discourse and literature in the aftermath of the Nakba in
1948. Additionally, the article explores the unique literary manifestations of
the profound impact of the 1967 war, which can be described as an existential
fear of epistemic erasure, and the response to this fear through a Palestinian
literary, cultural, and intellectual archiving project aimed at asserting existence
and history. The failure of the Oslo Accords marks the beginning of a
growing Palestinian recognition that the Nakba was not a singular event that
concluded in 1948 but rather an ongoing reality. This recognition necessitates a
reconsideration of the literary styles and expressions that have prevailed since
the 1970s.



English Abstracts

The Orange as an Orange: On Everyday Materials
as a Basis for the New Arabic Lyric

Daniel Bahar

This article describes an important axis of development in the poetics of the
Arabic prose poem after the crisis of 1967. While the novel, as Sabry Hafez
has argued, turned away from classical realism toward poetic density and
ironic fragmentation, prominent prose poets turned in the opposite direction of
lyrical realism and poetics of the quotidian. This turn is analyzed with respect
to the hegemony of the novel, the demise of the prophet-poet, and the task of
representing marginalized voices of everyday civilians. I focus on Syrian poetry
of the everyday to demonstrate the forms in which the role of the anonymous
citizen poet is fleshed out. This figure is put off by national symbols and
engages in a struggle to rescue humble bits of beauty from the crushing routine
of life under the Baath Party. The circulation of Palestinian literature in Syria
is taken as a test case for the battle over meaning between the state and agents
“from below”: against the misuse of anthologies of Palestinian poetry co-opted
by the state, the poetry of the everyday constitutes itself in concretely imagined
solidarity with Palestinians. I identify a similar dynamic occurring within
Palestinian poetry, which distances itself from dominant rhetorical molds to
refine a prosaic tone in relation to the Palestinian predicament. As the modern
Arabic poem opens itself to non-poetic discourses, poetry scholars are called
to lessen their formalistic purism in studying poetic language. This article is an
invitation to follow a more interdisciplinary method of studying Arabic poetry.
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Between Fiction and the Archive:
Literature for Historians

Avner Wishnitzer

This article examines the complex relationship between literature and
literary studies and historiography, aiming to illustrate both the potential
and the challenges involved in using literary works and theory for historical
research. The discussion seeks to establish three main arguments. First, despite
continuous efforts to distinguish between literature and history, the two fields
are interconnected at various levels, and the influence of literary studies on
modern historiography is deeper than many of us tend to acknowledge. Second,
despite these influences and the potential inherent in literature, historians of
the Middle East rarely use literary theory or employ literary works as sources.
This tendency is particularly pronounced in the study of Palestinian history,
which is the focus of this issue of Jama a. Finally, the article demonstrates
that a historical discussion of literary works cannot be limited to viewing
them as mere “windows” into the past. Literary works do not simply “reflect”
societies—they also shape them in various ways that historians must consider.
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